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What is claimed: 
5 A process for producing a lower fatty acid ester of 

a cellulose, which comprises 

pre- treating a cellulose in a manner as described 
in this specification, 

esterifying the pre-treated cellulose in an 
10 ester if ication bath containing a lower fatty acid anhydride 
in the presence of sulfuric acid or a catalyst containing 
sulfuric acid as a main component to form a first 
esterif ication bath, 

adding water to the first bath or adding water and 
15 a salt such as calcium carbonate, zinc acetate , or magnesium 
acetate thereto concurrently with water or at an appropriate 
time in an aging step to neutralize the sulfuric acid in 
the first bath, 

adding oxalic acid to the mixture with heating before 
20 or after the addition of oxalic acid, 

aging the resulting mixture with maintaining the 
heating temperature until the degree of esterif ication of 
the cellulose acetate reaches a desired degree. 
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